  
The Hound Herald
	December 2009






[image: ]2009 has been a busy year for our group.  We have placed 34 greyhounds in their forever homes. Our chapter has been creatively working to find new ways to get out the word about greyhound adoption.  This has led to our participation in the downtown Sandridge Santa Run and arranging a trial Show & Tell at Paws Around Town.   
 We are pleased to announce that Emily Hummel, also known as Cami and Calvin’s Mom, has been installed as HOH’s new Vice President.  She is replacing Kim Robinson who will be Hound Herald editor. 
Our HOH web site has been redesigned by our web master Chris and his helper Anthony.  The site features a new blog where information can be shared about our favorite topic… Greyhounds!

  [image: ]
   Our computer whizzes get the site running. 


	Recent Activities 


    [image: ]      [image: ]             
      Yoo Hoo the dancer , the Duck twins, and Super Scar all dressed for Halloween.                  
                  [image: C:\Documents and Settings\Kim\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\0HEF8LAB\MCj03986070000[1].wmf]Downtown in December Sandridge Santa Run
HOH participated in this event, at Leadership Square in Downtown OKC, for the first time this year. There was a 5k race, 1 mile Fun Run, Kid’s Dash, Health Fair and Costume Contest… all in one morning! There was an enormous amount of interest from the participants and we were able to spread the word about Greyhound Adoption to an entirely new group of potential adoptive families and foster homes.  Thanks to everyone who came out to support the cause and educate the public about our 40 MPH couch potatoes! 

[image: ]Cowboy Christmas Parade Stockyards
Once again HOH participated in this annual parade.  We really appreciate those who braved the cold to walk in the parade and show how greyt it is to have a greyhound.

	Medical Moment -   Lulu’s Leg Break                                                    by Candee Scott



Three months ago I had one of the worst nights of my life. Lulu broke her leg just running in the backyard. It was a compound fracture of the rear left tibia. I have often heard of greyhounds breaking their legs at the track. Although cancer was suspected at first a bone biopsy revealed no cancer. I felt all along it was a combination of her running in a tight circle, the grass was wet and she was nearly 10 years old (she turned 10 this month and is doing great). 

Her surgery left her with a 6 inch plate, 8 screws and a lot of sutures to repair the open wound in her skinny little leg. Lulu had to wear a splint for 4 weeks. We had to keep her calm with little activity. Monitoring her toes on the splinted leg was necessary in case of swelling.  Luckily we only had one case of swelling and were able to take her to the ER where they changed the splint.

During the rehab phase she is allowed slow walking twice a day for 10-15 minutes. I’ve added in some physical therapy and massage to assist in the blood flow and hopefully her leg will be mended completely at our next visit with the surgeon.

I want to pass along the most important things I learned about this whole experience. 

[image: ]Have the emergency vet of your choice and your own vet’s phone number handy and stored in your cell phone. (I was on the phone and holding Lulu’s leg together while I talked to the ER. Roger was driving.)
Remain positive no matter what the prognosis might be. (Our greyhounds are sensitive and our mood is reflected in them.)
Get creative about giving medication. (I ended up making my own pill pockets of sorts with diced up liver treats.)
Be prepared for extensive after care. (After 3 months Lulu is not fully healed and we remain diligent in keeping her calm and safe.)

	Upcoming Events




Hounds of the Heartland hosts our 1st Annual “Greyhound Gala”
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Kim\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\8XQVSTQ3\MCj02393370000[1].wmf]We had such a successful year in 2009, we want to celebrate! On Saturday, January 30th we are throwing a big party to recognize all the recent adopters, volunteers and foster homes. Join us for food, drinks, door prizes, greyhound accessories for sale and a video showcasing all the lucky dogs that were placed in loving homes in 2009. The Gala will be for “humans” only; we will have another event for dogs once the weather warms up. We are asking for a voluntary $5 donation to attend the event, and 100% of the donation will go toward our efforts to rescue as many retired racers as we can in 2010. Stop by to meet other “greyhound people” just like you!  RSVP Appreciated but not required. See you there!
               RSVP to EmilyHummel@GreyhoundPetsOK.org or (918) 260-1743. 

Paws Around Town  [image: C:\Documents and Settings\Kim\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\STQVW523\MCAN00066_0000[1].wmf][image: C:\Documents and Settings\Kim\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\STQVW523\MCAN00066_0000[1].wmf][image: C:\Documents and Settings\Kim\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\STQVW523\MCAN00066_0000[1].wmf]
The first Saturday, February 6th, we will be having a show and tell at Paws Around Town in North Park Mall from 12-4.  Everyone is invited to stop by to pet a greyhound and check out their grey friendly merchandise.  If things go well we may have additional show and tells at this 
location.

	www.GreyhoundPetsOK.org
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