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Ten Reasons to Seek Veterinary Care – these are judgment calls on your part. The longer you have  
your pet, the better you will know them and the easier this decision will be for you to make based on 

 your experience and knowledge of them. 
 

1. Bleeding, e.g., nose, gums, tip of tail, blood in stool or urine. 
2. Skin tears or lacerations. 

3. Lumps, bumps, swellings or bulges. 
4. Shaking or tilting of head. 

5. Not eating or drinking for more than two days. 
6. Any sour smell in ears or discharge from eyes. 

7. Inflamed gums/periodontal disease or bad breath. 
8. Lameness lasting longer than three days. 

9. Coughing for prolonged time. 
10. Gum color very pale or dark red. 

 

When your pet has an emergency, being prepared is very important. Before an emergency strikes, be  
sure you know how your veterinarian handles emergencies or where you should go if you have one.  
For example, some veterinarians always have someone on call, while others use special emergency 

 hospitals for things that arise after hours. You can also stay prepared for emergencies by  
putting together a Pet First Aid Kit.   

 

Our greyhounds seem to get more cuts than most dogs due to their thin skin and short coat. It’s a 
good idea to keep a first aid kit handy for medical situations with your greyhound. Here are some 

items that are good to keep in your first aid kit: 
· Saline Solution – to clean wounds 
· Styptic Powder – to stop bleeding 

· Neosporin or Aloe Wound Salve – to promote healing 
· Veterinary Antiseptic Powder – to prevent infection 

· Sterile Gauze/Dressing – to bandage wound 
· Vet Wrap/Coban – to keep gauze/dressing in place on wound 

· Bandage Scissors – to remove bandaging  
· Liquid BandAid – to close a wound 

· Hydrogen Peroxide – to clean up blood spills, don’t use on the dog’s wound unless 
you immediately follow it with saline solution 

· Your veterinarian’s phone number and the Emergency veterinarian’s phone number 
 

Most of these items can be found at any drugstore or pet store. For the specific veterinary products 
you might find some of these mail order catalogs helpful: 

 Dr Foster and Smith - www.drsfostersmith.com       JB Pet – www.jbpet.com 
 KV Vet-www.kvvet.com  Lambriar Vet Supply - www.lambriarvetsupply 

 
Hounds of the Heartland did have a Pet First Aid Class in 2006 with the OSU/OKC Veterinary  

Technology Students. If this is something that you think you might be interested in let me know and 
I’ll contact the school and see if they would like to do another class.  You can call or e-mail me:   

848-3643  or cscott8212@cox.net 
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